Curator’s Ch
I LOVE Your Hair! ety Director MAG Lot

panish Fly. The world’s most infamous aphrodisiac.

The very name conjures images of illicit affairs, foreign

intrigues, and dens of iniquity. Ancient Egyptians used
it for orgies. The Roman empress Livia, wife of Augustus
Caesar, spiked her guests’ food with it in hopes they would
commit a blackmail-able indiscretion. Madame du Pompadour, = Fa
mistress of King Louis XV, mixed it with soap to pump up the
passion in their affair. Even the legendary Marquis de Sade
slipped it in chocolates and gave them to prostitutes—an action

for which he was condemned to death (Prischmann and
Sheppard 2002; Scales 2013).

Blister beetle. From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_fly.

One of history’s great puns is the probably

apocrvphal claim that Sir Francis Drake

sent Queen Elizabeth I a one-word message
- Cantharides” (“the Spanish fly”) - after
defeating the Spanish Armada.

ining and lead to death. Although consumption of Spanish Fly is now  still sold as a hair product today - minus the Spanish Fly, of course. So i
banned, cantharidin is still used in some countries to treat warts, and it  you have a bottle, don’t bother drinking it - eat some oysters instead!

recently has been found to have anti-cancer properties (Kim et al. 2013;

Prischmann and Sheppard 2002; Scales 2013). i B'AR'I;%Y'S TRICOPHER 0Us

ESTABLISHED 180l

BARRYS gp\?’BLéSleO . THE OLDEST

THE BEST.

i 4.. ~_ FORTHE |
~~(mMR&smu
Y. 4
' An elegant dressing ex-
oo qumt(ly perfumed,  re-
@ moves all impurities from
the scalp, prevents bald-
ness and gray hair, and
i

' causes the hair to grow
Thick, Soft and chmful Infallible for curing erup-
tions. dlBulb(‘S of the sgkin, glands and muscles, and
gquickly healing cuts, burns Qbrmses, sprains, &c.

All l)rug"lsts or by Mail, 50 Cents.
BARCLAY 0 CO0., 44 Stone Street, Wew York

A newspaper ad for Barry s Tricopherous. From http://
oldadsarefunny.blogspot.com/2012/10/1890-ad-barrys-
tricopherous-for-hair.html.
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